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Ws have occasionally referred to the queer deal- 
ings of houses more or less in the businesses that 
we talk the most about, and the oblique manner 
in which honesty is regarded when it interferes 
with a prospective profit, but we have encountered 
a new phase of the art of imposition that goes far 
ahead of the innocent bird-shot in a "modern 
antique" piece of furniture, or the delusive effect 
of acids on new woods. There is a concern in this 
city that started in some few years since to make 
a most peculiar piece of furniture from patents 
secured by one of its members, a piece of furniture 
devoted— well, we will say, to cooking, and having the 
singular limitation of ability to cook only from such 
recipes as were properly prepared by the concern in 
question and placed in the appropriate part of the 
machine. It will be thus observed that the value 
of the piece of furniture depended largely -upon 
the promise of the concern to get out recipes* 
for the new dishes as they made their appearance 
and became popular, in fact, it may be safely as- 
sumed that the several thousand customers who 
bought from the concern, would. not have done so 
had they not understood that the newest recipes 
would be forthcoming indefinitely. Shortly a new 
machine was introduced by the same coneeni, an 
improvement it was claimed on the old one ; it 
cooked quicker, we will say, and required the 
recipe printed on a smaller piece of paper than the 
other, the maker saved paper. So what does this 
moral manufacturing concern do ? It stops print- 
ing recipes for its early machines, it dooms the 
purchasers of those instruments to a perpetual diet 
of never changing dishes, the people who gave the 
young invention their support are offered three 
alternatives, live on dishes fast becoming, antique, 
.starve or let their cooker stand idle. " We cant 
take any of those old instruments back," they 
would probably say, "There is no sale for them, 
and a man who cannot find sufficient nourishment 
in the list of twenty-five dishes we have set that 
thing for cooking, to repay him for his $150 in- 
vested^ must be a sorry gourmand indeed." And so 
when we visit a house where one of these old 
instruments resides, we know at once what is to 
be served out to us. 



a strictly American form of decorative drawing, an 
American renaissance, as it were, a utilization of 
of the primitive styles of the Indians, the Peru- 
vians, the Mexicans, and others, "boycotting" the 
examples of European art. The idea is a good 
one and Mr. Halm's advocacy of it shows him to 
have been a careful reader of our columns, as we 
have frequently urged the same thing. Encouraged 
by the success of this effort, Mr. Halm, we under- 
stand, is preparing a series of lectures upon 
kindred subjects. 



A lecture was delivered before the Woman's 
Technical School of Design, recently, by Mr. George 
R. Halm, on Practical Art, a suitable subject and 
one admitting of eloquent treatment. Mr. Halm 
spoke largely in French but enough could be 
understood to discover that the speaker advocates 



In November 1884 was published in the Decor- 
ator and Furnisher an article on ". Art Spoils 
of Ava," The topic is perhaps, more interesting 
to-day, in view of the recent deposition of King 
Theebaw and the occupation of Mandalay, the 
modern capital of Burmah, by a conquering British 
expeditionary force under Gen. Pendergast* V. C. 
Capt. William L. D. O'Grady, editor of the Grand 
Army Heview, who has furnished us a number of 
articles on the Far East from time to time, has an 
interesting Burmese curiosity. 

It is a dagger, with which one prince murdered 
another, his uncle. Col. R. W. O'Grady of the 
Madras Army, then a major commanding a wing 
of the 34th (Chicacole) Native Light Infantry, was 
stationed in 1856 at Thayetungo, on the Irrawaddy 
River, about 100 miles below Mandalay, and the 
extreme frontier post of the British Territory. The 
runaway Prince, with some priestly and other 
attendants, sought his protection, and got it. The 
fugitive was demanded by a Burmese force, which 
threatened to cross the border, and war might have 
ensued but that in the midst of the turmoil, while 
expresses were hurried for reinforcements down the 
river and the scanty force of Sepoys was being dis- 
posed to the best advantage to repel invasion, the 
Prince got, scared' and insisted on continuing his 
flight. He left as a tribute of gratitude the dagger 
in question. It . afterwards appeared that it was 
the very instrument with which he had assassinated 
his relative. . His flight was unfortunate for him, 
for he went astray, was caught on Burmese territory, 
. put in a sack and solemnly and with much cere- 
mony pounded to death with clubs in public, that 
being the mode of punishment prescribed for Royal 
offenders in Burmah, it being considered highly 
indeocorous to shed their blood. 



' We want again to ask our readers to interest 
themselves in sending us new subscribers or the 
names of those likely to become subscribers. Every 
name added to our list means an improvement of 
some sort in our paper, it gives us facilities for 
extending our usefulness that will be directly in the 
interest and to the benefit of every one who reads 
our paper. 



It is interesting to reflect that there will come 
a time when many of the ceramic productions of 
the present day will have the same value to con- 
noisseurs as that now attaching to the choicest 
specimens of the antique, and the next thousand 
years may see a peach-blow dated from our cen- 
tury and city. " We wonjt be there to see it, but 
it will be there all the same." 



